
Falklands wetlands and aquatic habitats: 
baselines for monitoring future change                                                                                                 

Background:
• Despite anthropogenic changes, such as the introduction of grazing animals, water quality is thought to remain 

fairly natural
• Rather, water characteristics are largely influenced by sea salt deposition and humic acids from peat run-off
• Climate change presents several threats to the wetlands in the Falkland Islands but current baselines are not 

well understood

Project Objectives:
• Identify gaps in the baseline data by completing a literature and data 

review
• Fill the gaps in the baseline data through fieldwork over two summers
• Initiate long-term monitoring of basic water properties
• Formulate recommendations for a wetlands action plan and long-term 

indicator monitoring

Life in Falklands Wetlands High Variability in Water Characteristics

The project is grant aided by the Darwin Initiative through UK Government funding.
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