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CHAPTER 1 HIGHLIGHTS

The Falkland Islands

proposed inshore MMAs help
protect some of the most critical parts
of our ecosystem, such as our

kelp forests that are vital for
ecosystem function.

BIRD ISLAND
National Marine Nature Reserve

- New discoveries of mesophotic coral ecosystems
that are structurally complex and provid habitat for

numerous animals
- Marine gardens, including lace corals
in isolated field-like aggregations similar
to locations like Antarctica, the
sub-Antarctic and Patagonia

- Rhodolith beds discovered during dive surveys

representing important new carbon stores
\ in the Falkland Islands. /

BEAUCHENE ISLAND :
National Marine Nature Reserve
- A unique and intact marine environment |
- Recent newly discovered sponge and
~ polychaete (bristle worm)
species ephasize biological importance

. - Remote and unexplored biodiversity |

PROPOSED MMAs

JASON ISLANDS GROUP
National Marine Nature Reserve
- Highly diverse and unique benthic and shallow species
- Newly discovered species, including many new sponges
- Unexplored and untouched biodiversity in deeper waters

KIDNEY AND COCHON
National Marine Nature Reserve
- Shallow Marine Surveys Group
(SMSG) dive monitoring since 2008
| - Surveys showing high and intact
biodiversity and a very productive
marine environment
- Unique spatial and temporal patterns
| are emerging on the ecology of both
| islands from the intertidal to the seafloor

& (0-20m) 4

INSHORE
Sustainable Multi-use Zone
- Staggering benthic biodiversity
- Nursery ground for commercial and non-commercially
important fish, squid and crustaceans
- Near-pristine kelp forests
- Important trophic bridge between inshare and
offshore environments
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Shelf burial

n Deep sea burial
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