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What arewetlands?
ñFor the purpose of this 
Convention wetlands are areas of 
marsh, fen, peatland or water,

whether natural or artificial,

permanent or temporary, 

with water that is static or 
flowing, fresh, brackish or salt,

including areas of marine water 
the depth of which at low tide 
does not exceed six metres.ò



¢ƘŜ ΨwŀƳǎŀǊΩ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ

1960s ςWidespread post-war loss of wetlands in 
many countries

1971 ςFirst modern international conservation 
treaty adopted at Ramsar, Iran

1976 ςUK adopts the Convention



CoP 12 - Uruguay



National obligations under the Ramsar Convention

¢ƘǊŜŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ΨǇƛƭƭŀǊǎΩ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΥ

1. The designation of at least one internationally important 
wetland ςRamsar Sites

2. To seek to use wisely (= sustainably) all wetlands

3. To cooperate internationally, especially with respect to 
shared wetlands and their species



2,435 Sites

2.5 million sq. 

km

in
172 Parties





What are Ramsar Site obligations? 

aŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ǿƛǎŜ ǳǎŜ

Sometimes (but not always) this requires

ÅUndertaking management at site (typically guided by a management plan)

ÅControlling off-site negative impacts ςe.g. pollution entering wetland

ÅUndertaking wetland restoration to improve quality of site

ÅPeriodic monitoring to understand changes and guide necessary management



Falkland Ramsar Sites

.ŜǊǘƘŀΩǎ .ŜŀŎƘ

Sealion Island



{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ 
and their services to people

L



We are losing natural wetlands: trends in global extent

Wetland type Global area change

Estuaries Decrease to severe decrease -5 to >-50%

Mangroves Stable -4%

Seagrass beds Decrease -29%

Coral reefs Decrease -19%

Shellfish reefs Severe decrease -85%

Rivers and streams Decrease -5 to -50%

Natural lakes Decrease -5 to -50%

Tropical peatlands Decrease -28%

Forested peatlands Decrease -25%

Marshes and swamps Decrease -5 to -50%



But gaining human-made wetlands: global trends

Wetland type Global area change

Reservoirs Increase 32%

Small/farm ponds Increase to strong increase 5 to >50%

Rice paddies Increase 30%

Palm oil plantations Increase 39%

Wet grasslands Decrease -5 to -50%

Waste water treatment/ 
constructed wetlands

Increase 5 to >50%

Saltpans/salinas Unknown

Aquaculture ponds Unknown



{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΥ 

Populations of many wetland dependent species are declining

Freshwater species

Marine species
Terrestrial species



{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΥ 

Water quality trends are mainly negative

A wide range of pollutants are impacting water quality

Water quality risk 
indices for major river 
basins



{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΥ 

Wetlands are the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 
carbon store, but 
also release 
methane



The state of peatlands: an issue of global concern

LŦ ǿŜƭƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊōƻƴΧ

But if drained a major carbon source



{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΥ 

Wetlands play a critical role in providing ecosystem services



{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΥ 

Wetlands play a critical role in providing ecosystem services

Also:
Cultural importance
Recreation
Tourism and eco-tourism
Religious significance
Fish and food resources
Hydropower
Medical resources
Water purification
ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΧ



Wetlands in the Falklands



Wetlands in the Falklands: main types occurring

ÅShallow marine waters

ÅSea-grass beds

ÅInter-tidal : rocky shores

ÅSand/shingle beaches, and sand-dunes

ÅCoastal lagoons

ÅPeatlands

ÅFreshwater marshes

ÅPonds and lakes

ÅRivers

Ecology of all 
these is 
determined 
by water 
relations



Shallow marine kelp beds
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Shallow marine and intertidal
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Tussac grass ecosystem
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