
RECOMMENDATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL DATA IN THE FALKLAND 
ISLANDS 

 

Principles 

The Information management System and GIS data centre operates in the Falkland Islands 
as central environmental data repository and curation centre. In order to achieve and 
maintain a successful long term data management it is fundamental to build a system 
architecture that combines and takes into account the concepts of both data science and 
data curation.  

Data are a great asset for the small UKOTs in the South Atlantic, they can promote further 
research studies and drive a sustainable development as based on a better scientific 
knowledge of the natural environment and resources of the territories. 

The data curation centre in the Falkland Islands is not the only one in the South Atlantic, also 
Ascension Island and Saint Helena have centralised environmental data repositories. The 
IMS-GIS data centre is a collaborative project which aims at realising a standard data 
management and policy across the South Atlantic. At the core of this policy there are few but 
precise concepts: 

• Sharing and transferring knowledge from local and external experts to build local 
capacity and make the territories more capable and self-reliant in terms of data 
management and analysis.    

• Promotion of open data and open source software which help to make data and 
information accessible to all through a data request form. 

• Application of standards in data collection, data handling and database management. 
Best practice guidelines are attached to the Research Licence agreement.  

• Compulsory documentation of data (metadata) that are deposited to the central data 
repository. The research licence agreement signed by the researchers states clearly 
that metadata need to be signed and delivered to the data manager before leaving 
from the territory, at the end of the field works. 

• Publication of metadata and open access data through an online catalogue and 
webGIS service. 

• Building relationships and collaboration with other data centres which hold data 
belonging to the territories, for example BirdLife International, Move Bank, Kew 
Garden. 

• Holding a copy of the data collected on the territory (with exemption of tracking data). 
Data must be handed in a clean form. 

 

Overall recommendation statement 

The following recommendation on environmental data is addressed to all researchers 
working in the islands and coming from external countries. It is in the interest of the 
researchers to read or be aware of the recommendation before signing the agreement.  



The recommendation covers all the environmental data that have been acquired, aggregated 
or created through research, survey/field works and monitoring/Environmental Impact 
Assessment activities carried out on the Falkland Islands and in the waters falling in the EEZ 
boundaries (see figure1). The recommendation applies to those data for which the IMS-GIS 
data centre is custodian.  

 

Figure 1. EEZ of the Falkland Islands 

 

Environmental data are described as data obtained by measurement, 
mathematical/computational applications (e.g. functions, algorithms, scripts), observation, 
and modelling of the natural world and the impact of humans upon it 
(http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/sites/data/policy/data-policy/). 

 The data recommendation operates on environmental data in order to: 

1. Support data documentation, integrity, openness and the use of international 
standards. 

2. Facilitate the access to the data and enable the tracking of their usage through the 
data licence agreement. 

3. Avoid data losses and duplication of effort. Researchers are asked to submit to the 
local data manager the final and cleaned copy of the data collected on the islands 
along with the associated metadata record. 

4. Protect data ownership and the research process by allowing the data owners with 
an exclusive right of publication for a predetermined number of years (generally two) 

http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/sites/data/policy/data-policy/


after the data collection. This decision is made in order not to lock the data 
permanently. 

5. Sustain the Research Licence Agreement and the local data management. 
6. Ensure a long term availability of environmental data for research, management, 

planning and sustainable development carried out at different scale by individuals, 
government, NGOs, business and other organisations.  

 

This recommendation statement will be review regularly to keep up-to-date with the changes 
in data management best practice and local scientific requirements. 

  

Recommendation on data access and submission 

The Research Licence Agreement regulates the submission of data from research projects. 

Data collected by third parties not undertaking a research project but considered of 
environmental interest for the government, NGOs, SAERI and local businesses will be 
requested through a data request form sent by the data manager of the IMS-GIS data 
centre.  

All metadata are stored in a database and published online on the catalogue hosted at 
SAERI webpage. The update of the metadata database occurs on a monthly basis and 
generally when a certain number of new records have been collected.  

All data held in the central data repository are accessed by sending a data request form to 
the data custodian or the data owner, in case the custodianship of the data is held the data 
owner. The data request form works also as data licence agreement between the data 
requestor and the data owner/custodian and it has legal status.  

The metadata record describes whether data are open access or with restrictions. In the 
latter case the data owner may decide whether or not release the data. In case of a refusal, 
the data owner will provide the data requestor with a justification.   

All data hosted at the central repository are supplied for free to everybody, except for large 
and complex requests that imply long data manipulation (e.g. aggregation, subsetting, format 
conversion etc). If this is the case the fees for obtaining the data will be defined on a case by 
case basis.  

All those who use data from the central repository are required to acknowledge the source of 
the data along with the acknowledgements stated in the metadata record (use constraints). 

 

Recommendation on data collection 

Aim of the data centre is to promote the use of standards in data collection in order to make 
dataset comparable and consistent across the years.  



The current data recommendation requires data collectors to be aware of and comply as 
much as possible with the best practice guideline of data collection provided in Appendix 2 of 
the Research Licence Agreement. 

All project leaders are requested to contact the data manager of the central data repository 
to implement the data management plan associated to their research project. The aim is to 
ensure that there is an agreement on when (time) and how (format) the data collected during 
the project are submitted to the data centre for custodianship. 

The Falkland Islands biodiversity database is adopting the Darwin Core template in order to 
make the data transferable to databases such as the Global Biodiversity Information Facility 
(GBIF) and comparable at international level. The recommendation to data collectors is to be 
aware of the mandatory fields of the Darwin Core template and ensure that these fields are 
included in the data they collect.    

    

 

 

 

 

 


