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On March 9 SAERI celebrated International Women’s Day (IWD) by hosting an inspiring 
panel of female leaders from some of the environment organisations we work with from 
around the world. Chaired by SAERI’s Deputy Director – Innovation, Tara Pelembe, the 

event focused on this year’s IWD theme, choose to challenge. Our panelists, listed 
below, shared their career journeys and how they, #choosetochallenge. 

 Isabel Peters: Chief environment Officer, St Helena Government – St. Helena 
 Lormeka Williams: Director, Department of Environment and Coastal Resources, Turks 

and Caicos Islands Government – Turks and Caicos Islands 
 Melissa R. Meade: Chief Director of the Department of Natural Resources, Government 

of Anguilla – Anguilla 

 Dr Jane Hawkridge: Joint Head, International Implementation, Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC) – United Kingdom 

 Samantha Matjila: Marine Coordinator, Namibia Nature Foundation – Namibia 

 Lavern Rogers-Ryan: GIS Manager, Government of Montserrat – Montserrat 
 Ingrid Arias: Director of Development, Fundación para el Ecodesarrollo y la 

Conservación, FUNDAECO – Guatemala 

If you would like to listen to the event audio, head to the SAERI youtube channel here. 

https://youtu.be/3BkP7GvG9do
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