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Assessing the demand for science on 

South Georgia: consultation with Asian 

polar research institutes – Part 2 

First published 10th March 2015  

The South Georgia Future 
Science team embarked on 

the second leg of their trip 
by flying to Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia on February 18th. 
Prof. Azizan Abu Samah, 

Director of the National 
Centre for Antarctic 

Research (NCAR) and 
numerous scientists from 

NARC and other local 
institutes hosted the South 

Georgia Future Science 

team for detailed 
discussion on the NARC science strategy and how South Georgia may 

feature within it. A primary focus of the NARC Antarctic programme is the 
‘connectivity between the poles and the tropics’, a theme which spans a 

number of disciplines from atmospheric and oceanic circulation to latitudinal 
gradients in biodiversity and ecosystem tolerances to environmental change. 

With ongoing projects at Rothera Station, Antarctic Peninsula and Signy, 
South Orkneys, complementary studies at South Georgia would extend this 

latitudinal transect into the Subantarctic, a ‘stepping stone’ between the 
poles and tropics. We are hopeful that South Georgia will feature in NARC’s 
future strategy. 

The last polar research institute that the South Georgia Future Science team 

visited in Asia was the National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research 
(NCAOR) in Goa, India. Director Dr Rajan and a number of NCAOR scientists 

spent the day discussing NCAOR’s science strategy and the opportunities that 
South Georgia presented to them. NCAOR research spans the three poles, the 

Arctic, Antarctic and the Himalayas, as well as Indian Ocean. Atmospheric and 
cryospheric sciences, in addition to paleoclimate, microbiology and remote 

sensing feature high within the NCAOR polar science strategy. Dr Rajan 
expressed a keen interest to explore the possibility of NCAOR to work within 
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an international consortium on South Georgia. In this idealised model each 
institute can provide their niche expertise within a co-ordinated framework 

ensuring optimal utilisation of resources, logistics and expertise and 
generation of the best possible science. This concept is something that the 

South Georgia Future Science team are keen to promote and will be discussing 

further with representatives from each institute at a workshop in the Falkland 
Islands in August 2015. 

Thank you again to both NARC and NCAOR for their support for the South 
Georgia Future Science project. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the UK Science and 

Innovation Network for co-ordinating our meetings throughout this trip. 
Special thanks go to Mr. Gareth Davies in Korea, Ms. Elizabeth Hogben in 
Japan and Dr Rita Sharma in India. 

Paul, John and Vicky are now back home from their three week trip and are 
busy planning their next meetings at polar research institutes within Europe 
and North America.  

 

 

 


