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Hotspots of Cultural Coastal Values Identified
for Marine Spatial Planning

Article written by Denise Herrera from the Marine Spatial Planning team, and published in
an edited format in the local Falklands' newspaper Penguin News on 22 April 2016. The
project was supervised by Dr. Amélie Augé (SAERI) and Dr. Kate Sherren (Dalhousie
University, Canada).

First published 24" April 2016

Pssshhhh - we know which spots are the best in the Falklands! Late last year the
Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) team at SAERI conducted interviews in the local
community to identify coastal areas that people value so they can be included in
the MSP process for the Falkland Islands. Interviews took place in both camp and
Stanley.

A total of 47 islanders and long-term residents were asked to identify the 15 places
most important to them around the islands and whether they valued them for their
aesthetic “"Natural Beauty” value, recreational value, historical value or sense of
place, nicknamed: “Makes me feel at home”. This was done using new techniques
in *Public Participation Geographic Information Systems’, or simply put: drawing
and labelling coastlines on a laminated map of the Falklands. Participants were
asked to identify the strength of their attachment, using a variety of colourful
marker pens. Our participants embraced this fun and interactive activity with such
enthusiasm that a whopping total of 745 lines were drawn!

Example of a map during interview, later digitised for analyses (dummy map)
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Clear hotspots of values were found around our islands. Surf Bay was a clear
favourite in recreational value as well as Bull Point and the Chartres estuary. The
Natural Beauty of a place received the most responses with hotspots including Sea
Lion Island, the Neck at Saunders, Cape Dolphin, Carcass Island and Bull Point. Of
highest historical value was San Carlos, the coast by the Lady Elizabeth wreck, the
Mission Station on Keppel Island and the first Settlement on Saunders. What's
more, participants weren’t swayed in their choice by their home settlement
meaning a true representation of Cultural Coastal Values was given.
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Natural Beauty valued area (highest attachment in red)

Ecosystem Services are the benefits that we gain, directly and indirectly, from the
environment. For example a walk on the beach can bring you happiness and well-
being, making you healthier and more productive at work. MSP is a coordinated
management for the marine environment that includes ecosystem services and
environments as a whole. Often seen as land-use planning for the sea, MSP
identifies areas of interactions, current or future, between marine uses and
economic, ecological and cultural values. With this in mind, the inclusion of Cultural
Coastal Values in MSP for the Falkland Islands will aid in better management,
maintaining our unique environments, including your favourite spots. After all, who
would like a sewage treatment site next to their favourite beach?!

2|Page




